FALL 2024 NEWSLETTER & IMPACT REPORT



THROUGH OUR LENS

o

Scenes from Summer
Term ‘24, Semester 53,
and Fall ‘24 HMI Gap

NEWSLETTER

LETTER FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL
CHANGING LEADVILLE

HMI'S GROWING CAMPUS

IN THE GRAND SCHEME OF THINGS

IMPACT REPORT

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT
ALUMNI DONOR SPOTLIGHT: ISABELLE ROSS
DONOR LIST

PARENT DONOR SPOTLIGHT: MARY & CURT BEECH
THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS

()] Jin] {

TO FOLLOW MORE OF HMI'S ADVENTURES,
FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

2 | HMI Fall 2024 Newsletter




FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL

Sam Critchlow

Nearly thirty years since our school’s founding, we still tread

lightly on the land, value small community, and celebrate

learning that connects students to the world around them.
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Summer moves quickly through Leadville. As Summer Term students can attest,
snow persists in the mountains well into July most years, and frost is a frequent

nightly occurrence.

Famously, Leadville has recorded snowfall during every month of the year. As | write this, summer, in all its two
months of glory, has passed. The aspens of the Sawatch have taken on their autumn hue: gradients of green,
yellow, into a rich golden orange crawling across the foothills and racing up mountain drainages. The last day
of summer brought snowfall all the way down to 10,000 feet, leaving several inches on campus and a foot on
the peaks. Fall HMI Gap students arrived amidst an early-season blizzard, only to wake to sunny skies and
warm temperatures the next morning. HMI students bear witness to this type of change each semester,

as the landscape enrobes and disrobes in its seasonal garb.

Beyond our seasonal flows of students, snow, and sun, the HMI campus has changed over the years in noticeable
ways. From our humble beginnings in 1998 (one school building, four cabins, one mostly-constructed yurt) the
campus has grown in thoughtful steps—some small, some big, but all meaningful. Our campus, twice its original
acreage, now boasts the Academic Building, East and West Buildings, Stuen Hall, Bus Barn, and seven cabins,
nestled around the original Barnes Building and cabin loop. As of this summer, we house nearly 2/3 of our
full-time faculty and staff in beautiful, HMI-owned, campus-adjacent housing.

For alumni and families who have not visited campus in some time, seeing this cumulative change for the first
time can be startling. Our hope is that this newsletter will help orient our community to our evolved and improved
home, built over time and with great purpose. We will also reflect on how Leadville has changed over the years
and hear from our most tenured faculty member on a decade of teaching and leading backcountry trips.

Through this growth and change, the things that anchor us grow in significance. The mission, values, people,
and community are throughlines between HMI's many chapters. As | have remarked before, on my return to
HMI last summer, while buildings and programs have grown, the soul of the place feels very familiar to our
humble beginnings. Nearly thirty years since our school’s founding, we still tread lightly on the land, value small
community, and celebrate learning that connects students to the world around them.

A final note on this publication: you will notice that we have combined our fall newsletter with our annual impact
report that thanks and honors our myriad supporters. This is an effort to save paper, money, and time while
expressing our gratitude for our supporters to the HMI community as a whole.

Sincerely,

o

Sam Critchlow, Head of School
scritchlow@hminet.org | (719) 486-8200 x101
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CHANGING HMI

By Ray McGaughey, Director of Development

Leadpville, Colorado has come

a long way in the nearly 30 years
since HMI cofounders Molly
and Christopher Barnes selected
the town to be the home of

their new school.
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At that time, the mid-1990s, Leadville’s economy was bottoming
out. Climax Mine, Lake County’s largest employer for most of
the 20th century, had closed the decade prior causing the local
tax base to crater and the county’s population to shrink by over
a third. Real estate was cheap and Molly and Christopher took
notice. They purchased the original 40 acres of land for HMI's
campus in 1996 for $2,075 / acre.

When HMI opened in 1998, there was no employee housing. All
school employees lived in Leadville and commuted to campus.
However, rents were low and home ownership was within reach
for HMI staff. Christopher recalls: “In the early days, buying a
home in Leadville was an option for many employees - at times,
over half of HMI employees owned their own home locally. Sadly,
those days are gone now, and affordable housing for educators is
a significant challenge and issue.”

The beloved “We Love Leadville” sign was demolished in 2017 to make way for a 40-acre real estate development

Real estate values began to rebound in the 2000s and the local
economy received a huge boost in 2012 when Climax Mine
reopened. Leadville hung on for a few more years as a rare “bastion
of affordability” where teachers could still purchase a home and
rents remained low. But between 2016 and 2022 Lake County
experienced a stratospheric explosion in home prices. The median
home value shot up by a staggering 250%, growing from $191,000
to $480,000, while household incomes increased by only 45%.
Rents also skyrocketed. A recent study found that over three-
quarters of Leadville households with incomes under $75,000
now contribute an unsustainable amount towards rent.

While the proliferation of AirBnB and remote work has
unquestionably contributed to this record growth, Leadville is

also gentrifying. The town’s downtown now boasts six boutique
shops, twelve restaurants, and an art gallery. The famous “We Love

Leadville” sign that welcomed visitors into town for decades is gone,

replaced by a 40-acre development site that will eventually contain
over 100 new homes, currently priced around $700,000 each.

Thankfully for HMI, this period of decreasing affordability in Leadville
has coincided with a residential building boom on our campus. Over
the past decade we constructed eleven new housing units including
the O’Brien House, our head of school home that doubles as an
event space. 60% of our staff now live on campus and new hires
relocating to Leadville no longer have to find their own place to live
in the tight rental market. Perhaps most importantly, HMI's campus
is more vibrant than ever. Most employees bike or walk to work;
faculty host their advisees for dinner in their homes, and there are
generally more adults around for supervision. Thanks to the vision
of HMI’'s past leaders and advisors as well as the many supporters
of our recently completed Campaign for Community, our school is
better positioned than ever before to weather the boom-and-bust
economic cycles that have defined Leadville since its inception.

Photo credit: Leadville Tourism Panel

g
In the erly days, buying a home in Leadville was an option for many employees -

at times, over half of HMI employees owned their own home locally. Sadly, those days

are gone now, and affordable housing for educators is a significant challenge and issue.

—HMI Cofounder Christopher Barnes




HMI’'S GROWING CAMPUS

HMT’s physical plant has grown significantly in the past decade.
A residential neighborhood—Grey Jay Way—has sprung up

east of our main campus which now houses 60% of our staff.
We have also added two student cabins (bringing the total

ACADEMIC BUILDING
OPENED 2022

to seven) and a new academic building. At this time, there

are no plans for additional campus expansions.

-1

HEAD OF SCHOOL HOUSE*
OPENED 2016

* Not shown
in aerial image

EAST I
BUILDING "7

STUDENT

CABINS

Our solar arrays
generate more
power than the
entire demand

TRIPLEX

OPENED 2024
of our campus.

The “Grey Jay Way”
Neighborhood:

e 1 Triplex
e 3 Single Family Homes
e 1 Quadplex

e 20 Total Residents

SINGLE FAMILY HOMES QUADPLEX
OPENED 2020-2021 OPENED 2019
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GRAND
SCHEME

OF THINGS

REFLECTING ON 10 YEARS OF TEACHING

Jacob Sheetz-Willard

HMI History Faculty 2014-2019, English Faculty 2019-Present

“I.T.G.S.OT.IN.B.D.” I learned this initialism from

a co-instructor during my first trip in the Sawatch:

“In the grand scheme of things, it’s no big deal.”

It's become a mantra of sorts through my ten years

of salaried employment at the High Mountain Institute.

Useful while desperately cleaning the fuel line
and shaker jet of a faulty stove or searching
for the teenagers who've wandered five
canyon miles in the wrong direction. | chant

it under my breath like a psalm or snippet

of vedic wisdom as the copy machine
surrenders to entropy, doing so—inevitably,
excruciatingly—as | attempt to print syllabi on
the first day of the semester.

Whenever | find myself flailing and faffing
about in the proverbial weeds, | remember
those three vowels and seven consonants.
If the situation feels especially dire, | ask a
further set of questions: are the students
physically and emotionally intact, more

or less? Does X, Y, or z experience, albeit
exasperating and/or painful, contain within
it some learning potential? Will we be able
to laugh about this sometime within the next

moon cycle? Whatever’'s overcooking our
collective grits at any given moment tends not
to matter so much in two weeks’ time—or even
within the space of twenty-four hours. The
storm blows over and the sun comes out.

The canyons, in particular, are venerable
teachers of perspective. Traveling through
southern Utah three or four times per year
has taught me about the relative smallness
of my own immediate concerns. I've seen
petroglyphs in Cedar Mesa centuries older
than the oldest European relic in North
America, 150 million-year-old Navajo
sandstone striated through an east-facing
monocline of Comb Ridge, the stars of the
Milky Way stretched out over Bears Ears. Each
is a visual reminder that, however enduring
we suppose our work at HMI to be in the scale
of individual human lives, we're ultimately just

a blip in the cultural and geological history

of the region; we're a nearly imperceptible
aberration of matter, a buried fraction of a
line item inside the cosmic accounting.

A useful bit of nihilism, to be sure. But
nihilism alone does not a tenured teacher
make. The other species of wisdom I've
gleaned from twenty semesters comes
from an abiding spiritual allegiance to the
humanities—a set of disciplines defined

by their faith in human agency, authority,
and interpretation. Words matter, the poet
insists; the world would look otherwise, says
the historian, were it not for the efforts and
actions of ordinary humans. Yuval Noah
Harari writes in Sapiens that “there are no
gods in the universe, no nations, no money,
no human rights, no laws, and no justice
outside the common imagination of human

JACOB’S TIME AT HMI
BY THE NUMBERS

P> 21Semesters; 2 Summer Terms; P 127 college

1 Educator’s Expedition
P> 51 wilderness expeditions

P 586 days spent leading
backcountry trips with HMI

P 14 times reading Leslie
Marmon Silko’s Ceremony

beings.” Our future depends entirely on
the stories we tell about the present and
have told about the past. And maybe
HMIl is just that: a story made and
maintained in the collective imagination
of several thousand students and a few
dozen adults over the course of a few
decades, many of whom have chosen to
love the school and call it home.

recommendations written

) 648 students taught
in History and English

p 7 grease trap
cleaning experiences

) 184 FOD days

“You make the thing,” writes the poet Tom
Lux, “because you love the thing / and you
love the thing because someone else loved

it / enough to make you love it.” It's no big
deal in the grand scheme of things, but I've
learned that a love like that—whatever it
means and however it manifests in small and
ordinary ways—matters in the world.
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

Ray McGaughey

I’'m one year into my tenure as Director of Development

and what a privilege it is to represent HMI in this capacity.

In my previous role as admissions director, my focus was on future

HMI students: mainly high school sophomores and their families.

Now | get to experience the opposite side of the coin: the HMI alumni
and families that have gained so much from the transformative, unique
education we provide. I've worked with newly-minted HMI graduates,
parents who are decades removed from their child’s time in Leadville,
and everyone in between. Although HMI is for most students a mere
four-month chapter, it is clear that this place leaves a lasting impact.

The generosity of our community continues to inspire me. It reaffirms what

| already knew: that HMI is a special place that many people care about deeply.
This past year, 634 alumni, families, and friends of the school helped us raise
nearly $1.2M to support financial aid, faculty compensation, and campus
improvements. The median gift was just $26! Semester 48 (Spring ‘22) won
the Alumni Summit Challenge for the second year in a row with 75% class
participation. However, their predecessor by 20 years, Semester 8 (Spring ‘02),
gave them a run for their money with 47% contributing!

As Sam mentioned in his introduction, we are combining our fall newsletter
with our annual impact report this year. This is an effort to conserve resources
while sharing our gratitude with an even larger segment of the HMI community.
| hope you will join me in thanking the donors listed in the following pages for
their support and their belief in the mission of the High Mountain Institute.

Sincerely,

o

Ray McGaughey, Director of Development
rmcgaughey@hminet.org | (719) 486-8200 x109

This past year, 634 alumni,

families, and friends of

the school helped us raise
nearly $1.2M to support
financial aid, faculty
compensation, and campus
improvements. The

median gift was just $206!
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STRENGTH IN NUMBERS

IN 2023-2024 HMI:

Passed the 2,000 alumni milestone for the HMI Semester Recorded an operating
(current alumni count: 2,009) revenue of $4.8M

Served 145 students across the Semester, Gap,

and Summer Term programs
Grew our endowment to $10.8M; continued to direct

100% of our endowment draw towards financial aid

Finished construction
of three final on-
campus housing units,
bringing the total units
completed in the past
decade to eleven. 60%
of HMI staff now live

on campus.

Raised nearly nearly $1.2M from 634 donors

to support financial aid, faculty compensation,

and campus improvements
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THE HMI FUND & FINANCIAL AID

THIS PAST YEAR HMI:

Awarded financial aid to 50 students, 34% of our participants
Provided 100% free outdoor gear rental to 18 students

Purchased 14 round-trip flights and 7 pairs of hiking
boots for top financial aid recipients

Allocated over $1M and 100% of our endowment draw
towards financial aid

Ran the free Lake County Backpacking Trip for 10
Leadville middle schoolers

For detailed and audited financial statements, please contact
Ray McGaughey, Director of Development, at rmcgaughey@hminet.org.

THE HMI FUND
MAKES OUR
FINANCIAL AID
PROGRAM POSSIBLE.

Tuition alone does not cover the full cost
of bringing HMI to life. We depend on
our donors to fund 15% of our operating
budget each year. The HMI Fund is our
annual fundraising effort to fill this budget
gap. Donations to the HMI Fund support

financial aid, faculty and staff compensation,

and campus maintenance.




ALUMNI DONOR SPOTLIGHT

[sabelle Ross

HMI SEMESTER 38 (SPRING 2017)
HOLTON-ARMS SCHOOL /

HUN SCHOOL OF PRINCETON 18
UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY ’22

What does HMI mean to you?

HMI is the most special community that | have ever been
a part of — a community that fully embraced me and also
wholly challenged me. HMI was my first experience away
from home and in an entirely new state and part of the
country. Growing up “inside the beltway” in Bethesda,
MD where local news is national news, HMI gave me a
profoundly different perspective as to what local really is
in a setting that is both breathtaking and unique. My daily
routine continues to mimic several aspects of my days

at HMI. | still start most of my days with a run outside,

| frequently use map and chart reading skills in my job,
and | continue to telemark ski when | can. In addition

to providing me with a family of classmates and new
hobbies, HMI afforded me the opportunity to learn and
flex leadership skills that | use every day and will carry me
through the rest of my life.

What are you up to these days?

After leaving HMI in 2017 and graduating high school

in 2018, | attended the United States Naval Academy. |
graduated with a degree in Naval Architecture and Marine
Engineering with honors and was commissioned as an
Ensign in the U.S. Navy in 2022. | moved to Charleston,
SC to complete the Navy Nuclear Power pipeline where

| studied the rigorous 6 months of nuclear power

school and 6 months on a moored training ship in the
Cooper River at prototype. | currently serve as a nuclear
submarine officer in the U.S. Navy and am stationed in
Groton, CT. As the Chemistry and Radiological Controls
Assistant leading the Reactor Laboratories Division, |
am responsible for maintaining chemistry in the nuclear

Isabelle, bottom left, on expedition in Semester 38

propulsion plant as well as taking radiological controls to minimize radiation
exposure to the ship’s crew and to the environment. In my free time, | play
on a Navy hockey team and coach a girls U14 hockey team.

Why do you choose to support
HMI philanthropically?

Itis an honor to give back to the community that gave me such an incredible
and transformative experience during my semester at HMI. | want future
students to be able to experience the same in beautiful, functional new
classrooms and facilities with new backpacking and skiing equipment.
Additionally, | want to ensure that HMI is able to hire the best teachers and

staff as possible and be able to afford them with the benefits and support that
they need, such as faculty housing. Whether it was dancing in the kitchen while

cleaning up after cook crew, collecting snow samples for science projects,
going into town on a Saturday afternoon, or being out in the wilderness on
expedition, the HMI experience was truly invaluable. | want as many students
as possible to be able to experience the same joy that | felt at HMI.

Whether it was dancing in the
kitchen while cleaning up after
cook crew, collecting snow samples
for science projects, going into
town on a Saturday afternoon,

or being out in the wilderness on
expedition, the HMI experience
was truly invaluable. I want as
many students as possible to be

able to experience the same joy
that I felt at HMI.
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THANK YOU, DONORS!

With sincere gratitude, we list the following donors who have supported HMI in fiscal
year 2024 by making gifts to the HMI Fund, Campaign for Community, or endowment.
Through their generosity, support, and commitment to our school, we can continue to

offer transformational experiences when nature and minds meet.
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In past years, we have used this

report to highlight the donors who
support HMI at the highest tiers.
Moving forward, in an effort to more
equitably acknowledge our supporters,

we have eliminated giving tiers.

With this change, we aim to emphasize the collective
impact of all contributions, regardless of size.

This list reflects donations made to the High Mountain
Institute between June 1, 2023 and May 31, 2024.

We have made every effort to ensure that this list is complete
and accurate. We apologize for any errors or omissions.
Please contact Ray McGaughey, Director of Development,
with any corrections at rmcgaughey@hminet.org.

A
Named for Mt. Elbert, the highest peak in Colorado, the Mt.
Elbert Circle recognizes donors who have given consecutively
for the last five years or more.

EVERGREEN DONORS 4

Evergreen Donors help support HMI all year long by making
regular monthly donations.

SEMESTER 1
Christina Davis A
Bo Holleran

SEMESTER 2
Nora Heins-Murray

FAMILIES
Diane Heins

SEMESTER 3
David Barahona A

Samantha Harlow A

SEMESTER 4

Natalie Niksa

Louise Peppe A
FAMILIES

Douglas & Lydia Hart A
Robert & Susan Teich A

SEMESTER S
Yasmine Dumorné A
Reyn Whitman A
FAMILIES

Lisa Barker

Craig & Mary Kirsch
John Reynolds A

SEMESTER 6

FAMILIES
David & Sharon White A

SEMESTER 7
Rebecca D’Elia A A
Jacqueline Hastings
Whitney Leonard A
Erik Levy A

Carissa Look

Sam Timberg A A

Jamie Van Pelt

FAMILIES
Jon & Alice Flint

Dutch Leonard
& Kathryn Angell

SEMESTER 8
Elizabeth Bagley LeMoine A
Andrew Bernstein A
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Leigh Browning A
Megan Costigan
Emily Ducharme A
Andrew Finn A A
Tim Hagist

Daniel Lustick A &
Grace Machin A
Michelle May A
Matt Palevsky
Mike Ryan

John Shubert A
Isaiah Thomas A

FAMILIES
Carolee Shubert A

Randy Smith
& Elizabeth Hilder

Cynthia Stuen
& William Weisenbach A

SEMESTER 9

Harrison Buck
Bernadette Kenneally A
Jennifer Mclnnis

SEMESTER 10
Michael Gregory A A
Sarah Tooke A
Alison Ward

Kyle Zaffin A &

FAMILIES
James Clark & Nancy Walker
William & Ann Frizell A

SEMESTER 11
Meredith Diers

FAMILIES
Bryan & Leslie Diers

Jonathan Kelman
& Pam Boardman

John Matthewson
& Katie Emmons

SEMESTER 12

Jessica Jong A

FAMILIES
Frank & Susan Ashburn A
Murray & Judith Danforth A
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SEMESTER 13
Erica Coren
Philip Thurner A

FAMILIES
James Clark & Nancy Walker
Mu Sinclaire

SEMESTER 14
Hannah Darrin

Lia Engelsted A F 3
Emily Gasperetti A
Michael Kearns A
Paul Landsberg A
Chris Offensend A A
Clare Rowe

FAMILIES

Frank & Susan Ashburn A
Christopher & Paula Downs A
David & Janet Offensend A

SEMESTER 15
Peter Kernan A
Ray McGaughey A
Hannah Mook A

FAMILIES

Jack Barlow
& Diane Humphreys-Barlow

Mark Freund
& Trice Koopman A

Deborah Huntington A
Lawrence McGaughey A

APPRENTICES
Chris Barlow A

SEMESTER 16

Cameron Deamer-Phillips A
Alex Jong

FAMILIES

Robert & Ann Cowen

Peggy Deamer

SEMESTER 17
Daniel Corman
Leah Heal A
Henry Stanislaw A
Peter Wilson A

FAMILIES
Richard & Laurie Cohen

Robert Corman
& Laura Landy

John & Robin Fields A

John Gulla
& Andrea Godbout A

Dutch Leonard
& Kathryn Angell

John Matthewson
& Katie Emmons

Tom Strouse

& Lori Zukerman A
APPRENTICES
Elliot Schottland

SEMESTER 18
Sydney Chun A
Cori McGinn A
Hildy Schott A
Alexandra Wingert A
Cakey Worthington A

FAMILIES
Leo & Yuen Chun
Cornelia Locher A

APPRENTICES
Reyn Whitman A ‘
Lindsay Yost

SEMESTER 19

Libby Chamberlin &
Chelsea Dieck A
Emily Faxon A A
Matthew Ford

Keith Snyder

Reed Snyderman A A
Coby Unger
CameronYu A
FAMILIES

Steven Hollman A
Deborah Huntington A
Lawrence McGaughey A

Andy & Zelie Pforzheimer A

Debbie Snyder A

APPRENTICES
Samantha Harlow A

SEMESTER 20
Heather Cabot A
Cayla Marvil A
Henry McKenna |

Kari Siceloff
Hanson Smith A
Zoe Solomon A

FAMILIES

Tom & Erin Flynn A

Josh & Becky Marvil A
Steuart & Linda Thomsen A

APPRENTICES

Emily Ducharme A

SEMESTER 21

Claire Barbagallo

Emily Blau A &

Samuel Davidson A
Kelly Latterman

Daniel Learner

Geoffrey Long A

Leeds Mallinckrodt-Reese
Sophie Ohaus A

Sylvia Parol

FAMILIES
Sam & Marie Bartlett
Jeff & Jennifer Potter

SEMESTER 22

Nancy Conolly A A
Susannah Conway A
Todd Holtan A

Rowan Larson A

Tyler Nimick

Spencer Petterson A A
Adrian Pforzheimer
Parker Watson A ‘n
Charlotte Zelle A

FAMILIES

Dr. Alan & Betty Feldman
John & Robin Fields A
Gary & Mary Pforzheimer

SEMESTER 23
Robert Galloway

Nick Gannon A

Lillian Holman

Megan Mello A
Arthur Piantedosi A ‘
Rachel Whaley A
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WANT TO STAY CONNECTED
WITH HMI ALUMNI AND FAMILIES?

Join the LinkedIn Group
High Mountain Institute Alumni & Friends

SEMESTER 24
Virginia Butler A
Chris Duda A

Tom Erdmann

Carla Frankenbach A
Brandon Kaplan A
Samuel Peterson A A
Arianna Solomon A
Andrew Spina

Seton Talty A

FAMILIES

Marcus & Margaret Duda A
Tom & Juli Erdmann

Robert & Diana Friedman A

Victoria Mars
& David Spina A

Peter Talty
& Linda Stabler-Talty
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SEMESTER 25
Melissa Giust
Alex Potter A
Emy Takinami A

FAMILIES

William Benedict A
John & Robin Fields A
Carol Hunt

Howard & Marcia Owens

Jeff & Jennifer Potter
Janet Slate A

SEMESTER 26
Kevin Chun A
Barrett Donovan A
Mariah Foley A
Scott Fuller

Jill Gardiner

Sunshine Gardner
Alex Garner A &
Erinn Geyer

Ann Preston A

FAMILIES

Marcie & Forrest Berkley
Leo & Yuen Chun

Janice Foley

Anne Matthews

SEMESTER 27
Tate Castro A A
Katherine Eaton A
Colleen Engel A &
Dylan Kingsbury
Claire O'Brien

FAMILIES

Miguel Godinez
& Jean O’Neill

Hal & Brigitte Kingsbury A

APPENTICES
Dave Clark-Barol

SEMESTER 28
Alexa Adams A A
Nicholas Gilbane A
Hannah Glosser
Samuel Jacobson A

FAMILIES
Lucius & Rhonda Fowler A
Diane Silvestri

APPENTICES
Peter Kernan

SEMESTER 29
Liddy Ballard A
George Fowlkes
Miela Mayer
Duncan Wheeler A
Karina Wohlhieter A
FAMILIES
Steven Epp & Nanci Olesen
Bjorn & Beth Forfang
Jonathan Kelman

& Pam Boardman
APPRENTICES
Josh Cherner

SEMESTER 30
Delaney Feighan
Joshua McCartney A |
Griffin Peer

Virginia Puckett
Madison Taylor

FAMILIES
Gary & Sherry Burdorf A
Robert & Diane Goodman

Edward Wasniewski
& Georgia Cady A

SEMESTER 31

Andy Casamento A A
Caitlin Durcan

Anna Malvin

Louisa McBride A
Spencer Rundquist
Frederic Short
Caroline Zerilli

FAMILIES

Jack McBride A
Jeff & Jennifer Potter
Michael & Gail Short

SEMESTER 32

Beau Burns

Ethan Goroff

Sophie Jensen A

Livia Wallick A

Rebecca Wertheimer A A

FAMILIES
Bradley & Amy Bowers
Jeb & Molly Burns
Melinda Hackett
Mary Higgins
Richard Tillyer

& Sandra Morris

SEMESTER 33
Wayan Buschman A
Frances Erlandson
Madison Liistro A
Grace Moses

Jordan Sanchez

FAMILIES
Mark Brown & Terry Myers

Gregorio Carvajal
& Cornelia Janke

Todd & Sherry Erlandson A
Timothy & Una McGillicuddy
Katharine McKenna

APPENTICES
Emily Blau A &

SEMESTER 34
Ignacio Bernaldez F
Jessica Friedman
Westly Joseph A
Alexandra Naddaff A

FAMILIES

Lorie Beekley

Kristi Cousineau

Robert & Diana Friedman A
Robert & Ross Henderson A
Matt Meyer

Ted & Laurie Sears

APPENTICES
Adrian Pforzheimer A

SEMESTER 35
Nell Dickey
Samuel Kwon A

Molly Lovett

Hannah Lucas A

Rachel Nahirny A

Mariah Reinke

George Sidamon-Eristoff A

FAMILIES

Jeffrey & Heather Deardorff
OhSang Kwon & Alice Kang
John & Sarah Tobin

SEMESTER 36
George Cole

Jay Hamel A
Olivia Henrikson
Erin Paglione A
Emma Rubinson A
Nicholas Tzannes

FAMILIES
Marcie Berkley
Barbie Cole

Terry & Mary Dillon
Melinda Hackett A

Richard & Cynthia Mckinney
A

Bruce & Beth Viergever
Christopher & Sarah Woods

APPRENTICES
Seton Talty A

SEMESTER 37

Mia Gates A
Leah Granger A A
Jesse Leener A

FAMILIES

Dirk Farner & Susan Bloom A
Louis Galambos A

Robert & Amy Lovett A
Peter & Ashley Milliken

Kevin Reid

APPRENTICES

Barrett Donovan A
Sunshine Gardner A
Arthur Piantedosi A &
Ann Preston A
Caroline Santinelli

SEMESTER 38
Meaghan Cunniffe
Nina Goodkin A
Everett Metchick A
Tether Preston
Isabelle Ross

Amelia Smith

FAMILIES
Josh & Marjorie Harris

Adam & Amy Simon

APPRENTICES
Claire Sutton A A

SEMESTER 39
Caroline Barnes
Jessie Cali

Hannah Constable A
Carter Myers-Brown

Lia Trebilcock

FAMILIES

Jabe Blumenthal
& Julie Edsforth A

Mark Brown & Terry Myers A
Jeffrey & Hilary Johnston A
Charlie & Brooke Mcllvaine
Anne Pope A
JC Stites A
Jeffery Tannenbaum

& Nisa Geller A
APPRENTICES

Katherine Eaton A




You can too. Please consider
including HMI in your will

or trust. Your bequest can help
ensure that HMI is as successful

tomorrow as it is today.

If you are interested in
supporting HMI through
planned giving, please
contact Ray McGaughey,
Director of Development,

at rmcgaughey@hminet.org.

SEMESTER 40

Will Brown A

Genevieve Chiu-Schaepe A
Olivia Garg

Emma Harlow A

Lia Kelly A &

Anna Mackey

Raffi Najarian A

FAMILIES

Thomas & Robin Bernhard A
Bradley & Amy Bowers

Craig & Lisa Cooper A

Francis Greenburger
& Isabelle Autones

Maureen Kelly A ‘
Richard & Cynthia Mckinney

Daniel Solomon
& Mindy Berman

Karin Thomas

APPRENTICES
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FULL CIRCLE GIVING

HMI makes a lifelong impact.

Alexa Adams A
Claire O'Brien

SEMESTER 41
Samantha Asher
Nathaniel Cutler
Nick Ware

Ella Williams

FAMILIES
Marc & Lisa Asher

Jonathan Cutler
& Anne Bergen

Lee Payne

Timothy & Debbie Prister A
Peter & Anne Saliamonas
Tom & Jennifer Triggs

APPRENTICES
Meaghan Allyn

SEMESTER 42
Leyla Kramarsky

Virginia Norfleet A

Sarah Jane O'Connor

FAMILIES

Molly & Christopher Barnes A
Richard & Sarah Barton A
Dan & Rebecca Latimore
Emily Rockefeller

Scott & Elizabeth Ullem

Rich & Kristen Weihe

SEMESTER 43
Gwen Field

Saya Kim-Suzuki A
Lenny Lorenz A ‘
Charlotte Maffie
Leilani Soriano
Spencer Wolf A

FAMILIES

Thomas Azzolini
& Ellen Marcus-Azzolini

Christopher & Darcey Bartel
Dale Boden & Ceci Conway A
Ben & Jean Chant

Kent & Lisa Correll
Lawrence & Shelley Field A
Leo & Katrinka McCallum A
Nick Patch & Judy Elson
Bradley & Elizabeth Robins A
Sammy Suzuki & Janice Kim
Nikki Welch A &

Andrew & Drewry Wolf A

SEMESTER 44

Maple Buescher

Harry Robison

Sam Yolles A F 1

FAMILIES

John Adler & Gerda Newbold
Robert Egan & Gittel Koenig
Christopher & Amy Garcia A

Jeanne Jang & John Park
Winnie & Robert Lerner

DJ Nelson
& Jennifer Scarpitti-Nelson

Michael & Julie Pitman
Andrew & Melinda Robinson
Charles & Julia San Fratello
Peter Stoughton

& Emily Hertzberg
APPRENTICES
Louisa McBride A

SEMESTER 45
Geir Hartl

Lucy Faulkner
Maddy MacLean
Declan Myers-Brown
Ella Schweizer

KK Pohly

Tuleh Jennings
Lauren Trexler
Ryley Olsen

Abby Waisler A &
Levi Goldberg
Cate Synonott

Lilia Klingler
FAMILIES

Barbara Schweizer
Anne Pope A

Wilbert Hinds
& Donna Garban

Chris & Mary O’Connor
Drew & Catherine Schembre

Anthony Schweizer
& Gretchen Effgen

David & Sarah Harden
Holly & John Faulkner

Norma & Michael Katz
Mike & Morgan Moylan

Aidan Synnott
& Elizabeth Grayer

Mark Brown & Terry Myers
Andrew & Elizabeth Waisler
Chris & Mary O’Connor

APPRENTICES
Wayan Buschman A
Grace Moses

SEMESTER 46
Sophie Parr A
Luca Garrett

FAMILIES

Richard Tillyer
& Sandra Morris A

Curt & Mary Beech  \

Abby Rothschild

Andrew & Jodi Wolk

Molly & Christopher Barnes A
Adam & Ellen Rizika
Lawrence & Jenifer Marx

APPRENTICES
Jessica Friedman A

SEMESTER 47
Maya Singh
Grace Thomsen
Marina Faura
Chloe Cullen
Theo Hill

Maizie Bartlett
Anna Johnston y 3
Ansel Waisler
Ari Ellis

Liam Saldanha

FAMILIES

Jeffrey & Hilary Johnston A
Peter & Colleen Bartlett
Kent & Lisa Correll

Matthews
& Margaret Rightmire

Michael & Julie Pitman

Leo & Katrinka McCallum A
Arthur Ellis & Abigail Ohl
Jeffrey & Hilary Johnston
Andrew & Elizabeth Waisler
Dolly Chugh & Charnjit Singh

APPRENTICES
Westly Joseph A

SEMESTER 48
Aimee Ayala
Teo Barrachin
Rosie Binette
Jack Davison
Callie Dawson
Anna Elias

Hope Fagan
Nathan French
Nieve Fromhein
Cate Garretson
Sydney Goitia-Doran
Jack Gross

Hugo Guckert
Sadie Hale
Charlie Harrison
Hazel Hendler
Andi Hernandez
Josie Herr
Walter Hoffman
Evan Holmes
Alden Iselin
Chloe Kinander
Anna Marston
Estela McMaster

Anna Pepper Williams

Micah Phelan
Avery Rubins
Samantha Saenz
Shea Salcedo
Eve Scherer
Pearl Steinhouse
Stewart Stites
Beatty Swett
Max von Moltke
Chloe Whelan
Henri Zamanian

FAMILIES
Natalia & Bobby Hernandez
Jeffrey Guckert

& Katherine McKinney
Marc Barrachin

& Delina Codey-Barrachin
JC & Charlotte Stites A

Sarah, Sarah, Mark
& Mark Davison




PARENT DONOR SPOTLIGHT

Mary & Curt Beech

PARENTS OF TATE BEECH, SEMESTER 46 (SPRING 2021)

What does HMI mean to your family?

We have lived in Brooklyn, NY since Tate was in third grade. We love
it here, but it was never Tate’s truth. HMI was the opportunity for
Tate to live where and how she is meant to: outdoors in nature, with
smart and interesting people who love camping, hiking, science and
the beauty of nature. Tate was in Semester 46 in the Spring of 2021.
COVID was ever-present, and almost all students, including Tate, got
it, pre-vaccine. But | don’t think Tate would trade the experience for
the world. Tate found their identity, their voice, and their truth at HMI.

Why do you choose to support HMI philanthropically?

HMI was unlock for Tate. It was the most profound experience of
the first two decades of their life. We couldn’t ever have provided
Tate what HMI did. We want to ensure HMI continues, and that
other students and families have access to the experience.

What is Tate up to these days?

Tate graduated high school in 2022. They were accepted
at Reed College in Portland, Oregon, but applied to do

a gap year. They spent their gap year working extensively
on two farms: an organic vegetable family farm in Maine,
and a commercial flower farm in England. Tate also hiked
150 miles of the Appalachian Trail with a fellow HMI
Semester 46 alum!

Tate is in their sophomore year at Reed College in Portland,
OR. They are an environmental science major with a focus
on biology. Reed is the only undergraduate institution with

a nuclear reactor on campus. Tate is a nuclear reactor
technician, and currently in the senior reactor operator
training program. Tate is also enjoy fire spinning, and looking
forward to their semester abroad in Barcelona in Fall 2025.

HMI was unlock for Tate. It was the most profound experience

of the first two decades of their life. We couldn’t ever have provided

Tate what HMI did.
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Nicholas & Nina von Moltke

APPRENTICES

Samuel Kwon

SEMESTER 49
Marni Arons

Josh Ballenger
Ben Bartlett

Eva Bogan

Mary Bosco

Ava Brown

Claire Carroll
Kate Cruickshank
Toby Galson

Anna Hildreth
Ayanna Hopkins-Zelada
Emma Houston
Quin Huckabee
Avery Leppo

Tavi Machin-Kairuz
Ella McGuire
Quinn McLaughlin
Trixie Miller

Avery Milne

Fayi Nshanji

Siri Pattison

Joey Peters

Nico Rimer

Noa Rollman
Stacey Saavedra
Donovan Schall
Annie Shactman
Skye Sobel

Pearl Strong
Xochi Valdez
Ximena Ventura
Kaya Walker
Leo Wang
Tucker Williams

FAMILIES
Sam & Annie Bartlett
Anna Muoio & Ezekiel Brown

Barney Hildreth & Julia
Dodge
Alec & Emily Ewald

Jeffery Tannenbaum
& Nisa Geller

Evan & Regina Haymes
John & Jennifer Houston
Jimbo & Emmy Huckabee
Dan & Melanie Leppo
Edward & Katie Rimer
Loren & Tracy Walker
John Grant & Sara Woolf
Jon Sobel & Irina Yuen

SEMESTER 50
Bates Bland

Kieran Eldredge
Stella Green

Thie Harthono

Coby Kramarsky

Gigi Nevins-Saunders
FAMILIES

Richard & Jennifer Bland
Steven & Elizabeth Jeffords

Fred & Rebecca Kaplan
David & Lauren Kopans
Robert Egan & Gittel Koenig
Jeff & Rachel Lipp

Guillermo Sanchez-Martinez
& Fuki Masuzawa

John Saunders
& Elizabeth Nevins

Debbie Arthur & Jeff Soller

APPRENTICES
Rachel Nahirny A

SEMESTER 51
Calvin Johnson
Conlan Lamb
Maddie McGill

FAMILIES

Peter & Jennifer Balint
David & Jennifer Bohnen
Robin Junker & Sean Boyce
Michael & Sharon Ha

Gideon Bierer
& Tanya Haider

Mary Higgins A
Christopher & Kelly Jernigan
Laura & Jared Johnson

Robert Stanley
& Amy Kane-Stanley

Alex Kurtzman &
Samantha Kurtzman-
Counter
Erik Olson & Kristin Kephart
Scott & Tina Larson
Scott & Joan Lamb

Michael & Tricia Madden

Bret Schlussman
& Matgorzata
Machniewska

Brandon
& Lynne Marie Stout

Trevor & Shannon McGill
Melissa & Mark Osborn

Baz & Jill Preston

Elizabeth Randall

Kevin & Alisa Ratner

Sarah Capitelli & Peter Ross

Wendy Roloson
& Samuel Spencer

Oritana Ve'a

Eric Kronberg
& Robin Wharton

Matthew Bellows
& Ruth Webb

Daniel & Melanie Weinrot

SEMESTER 52

FAMILIES
Russell & Debbie Berger

David Leveillee
& Alana Bibeau

Stephen & Kendall Cieciuch
Seth & Anna Huttner

Harald & Calliope Jordahl
Robert Egan & Gittel Koenig

Wesley Kelman
& Adriaan Lanni

Austin Shapard
& Abigail Lash

Heather Lavoie



Larisa Lindsay

Brad Buldak
& Tracy Malvestuto

Mark Brennan
& Sarah Rivkin

Paul & Christine Smith
Robert Tsai & Tammy Sun
Tom & Wendy Thorpe

Jeffrey Szilagyi & Alice Treves
Michael & Susan Webber
APPRENTICES

Raffi Najarian

GAP ‘15
Caitlin Durcan

GAP ‘17

FAMILIES
Melinda Hackett

GAP ‘19
Lia Trebilcock

FAMILIES
Bill & Deb Stapleton

GAP ‘20
Nathaniel Cutler
FAMILIES

Jabe Blumenthal
& Julie Edsforth A

Michael McGoey
& Sarah Mattison
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Denise & Victor Nesi

Paul & Stephanie
Wilson-Scott

GAP ‘21
Spencer Wolf A

FAMILIES

Gordon Merklein
& Catherine Duncan

Anna & Frank Muher
Andrew & Drewry Wolf A

GAP ‘22
Ari Ellis

FAMILIES

Arthur Ellis
& Abigail Ohl

GAP ‘23

FAMILIES

Jenny Lyn Bader
& Roger Berkowitz

Rachel Feldman
& Bernard Birnbaum

Greg & Julie Brown
Jenny & Christopher Fox
Deb & Alex Kirby

Juliet Feibel
& Kenneth MaclLean

Jeannette & Reid Schar

GAP ‘24

FAMILIES
Liudmyla Bilobrova

SUMMER TERM ‘13

Reesa Hylton

SUMMER TERM ‘14
Molly Lovett

FAMILIES

David & Virginia Knox
Diane Silvestri

Bruce & Beth Viergever

SUMMER TERM ‘15
Meaghan Cunniffe
Celeste Hylton

SUMMER TERM ‘17
Francisco Murillo

FAMILIES
Andrew & Jodi Wolk

SUMMER TERM ‘19

FAMILIES

Derek Kaesgen
& Dawn Dowling

Json & Jennifer Marruffo

SUMMER EXPEDITION ‘20
Sadie Hale

FAMILIES
Leo & Katrinka McCallum

SUMMER TERM ‘22
Ollie Tannahill

FAMILIES
Jed Bailey & Kate Hardin

Weylin Burlingame
& Katherine Mortimer

Karin Thomas

SUMMER TERM ‘23

FAMILIES

Peter & Kikelomo Bejide
David & Trina Clemans
Catherine & Roland Davis
John & Amy Higgins
Michael & Monica Higgins
OhSang Kwon & Alice Kang
Bryan & Laurie Krieger

Erik & Kate Muller

Benjamin & Kanokporn
Peters

Max & Diane Schanzenbach
Derek & Sheila Towne

THE LEADING EDGE
AND HIGH PEAKS
ADVENTURE

Hannah Darrin
Melissa Giust
Paul Landsberg

Taylor Strasburger

FAMILIES

Tom Strouse & Lori
Zukerman

EMPLOYEES, TRUSTEES,
& FRIENDS OF HMI

Sprague Ackley A
Michael Blend
Martha Block
Baha Bouallagui
Corey Broderick
Pam Clarke A
Sam Critchlow
Paul Dreyer
Harwood Ferguson
Caroline Giese
Blair Jenkins A
José De JesUs A
Christopher Jones
Tom Judge
Audrey Kruse
Sally Lein

Bill Matson A
Alex Meyer

Jean Miller

Danny O’Brien
Amy Roberts

Fred Semmer
Jacob Sheetz-Willard
Jennie Talbot
Justin Talbot

Matt Turnbull
Nathan Vish

Mo Wright
Anonymous (5X)

FOUNDATIONS & TRUSTS
Bari Lipp Foundation
Cleveland Foundation
Community Foundation
of Louisville
Earthward Bound Foundation
Edmund & Betsy Cabot
Charitable Foundation
Gilbane Family Foundation
Jewish Community
Foundation of Southern
Arizona

Loomis Family Foundation

Louis R & Dorothy M Meister
Foundation

Maine Community
Foundation

Minnie Parker Charitable
Trust

Orchard Foundation

Richard & Suzanne
Kayne Foundation

Rose Community Foundation
Stephen M. Seay Foundation
Stuart Foundation

Teal Pond Foundation

The Boston Foundation

The Jochum-Moll Foundation
The MEP Foundation

The Ross Foundation

The Seattle Foundation

The Wonderful Company
Foundation

Thendara Foundation

Virginia Wellington
Cabot Foundation

Wood Dock Foundation

MATCHING AND
CORPORATE GIFTS

3M

AARP
AllianceBernstein
Bank of America
Brookfield

Fitch Group
Google

IBM

McKinsey & Company
Netflix

Nike

Novartis

PepsiCo

Stellar & Sage
Yelp




Congratulations to Semester 48 for winning
the 2023 Summit Challenge with 75% class participation...
for the second year in a row!

Shoutout to runners-up Semester 49
(71% participation) and Semester 8 (47% participation)!
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THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS!

The following lists recognize some of the people who have contributed their time

and talent to advance our school over the past year. Their spirit of service is inspiring]

Board of Trustees

Whitney Leonard, Chair
(Alum, Semester 7)

Bob Friedman, Vice Chair
(Parent, Semesters 24, 34)

Richard McKinney, Treasurer
(Parent, Semesters 36, 40)

Mary Higgins, Secretary
(Parent, Semesters 32, 51)

Marcie Berkley
(Parent, Semesters 26, 36)

Dolly Chugh
(Parent, Semester 47)

José De JesUs
Paul Dreyer

Bob Henderson
(Parent, Semester 34)

Natalia Hernandez
(Parent, Semester 38)

Isaiah Thomas
(Alum, Semester 8)

Alex Wingert, Ex-Officio
(Alum, Semester 18)

Mo Wright

Alumni Council

Alexa Adams
(Semester 28 Alum,
Semester 40 Apprentice)

Andrew Bernstein
(Semester 8 Alum)

Emily Blau
(Semester 21 Alum,
Semester 33 Apprentice)

Andy Casamento
(Semester 31 Alum)

Tate Castro
(Semester 27 Alum,
Semester 44 Apprentice)

Lia Kelly
(Semester 40 Alum)

Daniel Learner
(Semester 21 Alum)

Colleen Orr Engel
(Semester 27 Alum)

Sam Peterson
(Semester 24 Alum)

Jordan Sanchez
(Semester 33 Alum)

Caroline Santinelli
(Semester 37 Apprentice)

Keith Snyder
(Semester 19 Alum)

Sam Timberg
(Semester 07 Alum)

Rebecca Wertheimer
(Semester 32 Alum)

Alex Wingert
(Semester 18 Alum)

Alumni
Committee on
Diversity, Equity,
and Inclusion

Jordan Sanchez
(Semester 33 Alum)

Bianca Gonzales
(Semester 39 Alum)

Amy Zhang

Tanisha Deleon
(Semester 31 Alum)

Lia Kelly
(Semester 40 Alum)

Sam Peterson
(Semester 24 Alum)

Sam Kwon
(Semester 35 Alum,
Semester 48 Apprentice)

Admissions
Ambassadors

Sam, Annie, & Ben Bartlett
Henry Batson

Maja Beckstrom & Siri
Pattison

Eva Bogan
Jane & Landon Davis

David Grad,
Elizabeth Ross-Ronchi,
and Max Grad

Will Helm

Kristen, Finn-Olaf,
& Stellan Jones

Melanie & Avery Leppo
Isaac Rosenthal

John Saunders, Betsey
Nevins, & Gillian Nevins-
Saunders

Jeff Soller, Debbie Arthur,
& Cedar Soller

Pearl Strong
Nina Wong & Kieran Eldredge
Irina Yuen & Skye Sobel

A special thanks to the hosts
of our “Meet the New Head” tour!

José De JesUs and
the Dalton School

Lia Kelly

Martie McKinney and
the Crossroads School
for Arts & Sciences

James and Janet Nahirny

Claire Sutton

and Hayden Shea
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HIGH MOUNTAIN INSTITUTE
531 County Road 5A

Leadville, CO 80461

TEL 719-486-8200

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

This giving season, please
consider a gift to HMI
to support our mission of

connecting young people

with the natural world.

Make your gift online:
hminet.org/give

or via Venmo
(@highmtninstitute)




